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The Original Manuscript Edition

“A major scholarly achievement that will
be of great value to Lincoln biographers
and scholars.”
—James M. McPherson

“Their work is an exemplary and enduring
contribution to Lincoln scholarship.”
—Journal of the Abraham Lincoln
Association

Edited by William E. Gienapp
and Erica L. Gienapp

“An eye-opening look at many facets of
Lincoln: his parents (the father illiterate,
the mother from what Herndon calls
‘a lecherous family’); his pastimes (he
loved playing chess and handball); his lax
parenting style (he was ‘a tool or a slave’
to his young boys, letting them run wild
in the law office); and his predictions (he
foresaw his assassination, saying more
than once, ‘Billy, I feel as if I shall meet
with some terrible end’).”
—Wall Street Journal

“In this new volume, coeditors Douglas
Wilson and Rodney Davis have brought
the landmark biography up to date with
more than seventy years of Lincoln scholarship, thereby giving us the definitive
modern edition of the work.”
—Journal of the Early Republic

“Though based on the same basic transcripts that Lincoln and most subsequent
scholars have used, Davis and Wilson
have corrected the irregular paragraphing, arbitrary punctuation, and occasionally garbled transcriptions in the originals.
The result is a definitive new edition that
is far more readable and almost certainly
more reliable.”
—New York Review of Books
“This edition of the Abraham Lincoln–
Stephen Douglas debates surpasses all
previous editions.”
—Journal of American History

“Extremely important for all
libraries. Essential.”—Choice
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The Civil War Diary of
Gideon Welles, Lincoln’s
Secretary of the Navy
GIDEON WELLES

Foreword by James M. McPherson
“This diary—especially in its original,
fresh, unexpurgated form as presented
here—is surely one of the most important
building blocks for our understanding of
the Civil War.”—From the foreword by
James M. McPherson
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